Responsibility

Granny:  Sometimes, kids have trouble keeping up with their homework.  Sometimes, the homework doesn't get home, or maybe the homework is done at home, but doesn't get back to school.  Let's listen as two students discuss this very common situation.

Samantha: I am having so much trouble getting my work turned in on time!  I wish I could figure out some way to help myself do better with this!

Miguel:  Yes.  I have had that same problem.  I hear that Sara used to have this problem, but now she does better with it.  Maybe she could give us some ideas.

John:  I'd like to know what she has to say, too.  Maybe she could help me.

(The three children walk over to Sara.)

Sara:  Hi, you guys!  What's going on?  

John:  We were hoping you could help us to get better at turning in our homework on time.  Sometimes we loose it, or sometimes, we don't even remember to take it home.

Sara:  I know what you mean.  I used to have that problem, but now I have worked out a system.  I used to leave my papers in different books, and not be able to find them, or put them loose in my desk, or other places.  Now, I keep all my work in one notebook.  Any work I am not finished with, and need to take for homework, I put in one place so I can find it easily.  Then, when I finish it, I put it right back on my backpack, and put my backpack by the door so it is ready to go in the morning.  That is how I have been able to become more responsible.

Miguel:  Wow, Sara!  That sounds like a great idea.  I think I will try that.  I would love to be more responsible about getting my work in  on time. 

(All puppets go down.)

(Granny comes up.)

Granny:  As you can see, Sara has made some changes in the way she takes care of her papers so she is more responsible to turn them in.  Maybe her advice will help you, too.

Responsibility 1:

Puppet 1:  Class, remember that you need to write a poem tonight about butterflies, and bring it to share tomorrow. 

(All puppets go down and two posters with houses on them come up for the background.  There is a piece of cardboard between two puppets who come up and stand in front of the houses.)

Puppet 2:  Mom, my teacher said we need to write a poem about butterflies and bring it to class tomorrow.  I am going to get started on it right away and put it in my backpack when I am finished so I don't forget it tomorrow. 

Puppet 3:  Sweetie, do you have any homework?  

Puppet 4:  No.  I can just play.  (Puppet 4 starts shooting baskets.)

(Puppets and houses go down.  Hold up a sign that says, "The Next Day.")

Puppet 1:  OK, class it is time to share our poems.  Everyone, please get out your poem.  I can't wait to see what you have written.  

Puppet 2:  I can't wait to share mine. 

Puppet 4:  Oh, I am so embarrassed.  I am the only one who didn't do my homework.  I guess I should have been more responsible.  I would have saved myself from feeling this way now.  

PUPPETS BOW.

Responsibility 3:  

Puppet 1:  We are learning about responsibility this month.  Watch and see if you can guess what chore at home each of these puppets is doing.

Puppet 2:  (Pull a cover up on a doll bed)

Puppet 3:  (Sweep with a broom)

Puppet 4:  (Set out a plate, fork, knife, and spoon on a placemat.)

Puppet 5:  (use a feather duster.)

Puppet 1:  Were you able to guess all of the chores?  Part of being responsible is doing your chores.  A way to be extra responsible is to do them without being reminded.  

PUPPETS BOW.

Respect

Granny:  Good morning, boys and girls!  Today we are going to watch as a one child demonstrates respect for another child.  Showing respect to another person means that you use words and actions that show others they are important.   Let’s watch how Samantha reacts when Cholin misses the ball at softball practice.

[Samantha, Cholin, and Derrick are up:  Derrick is playing the catcher behind Cholin  Someone holds the ball up to carry  it from Samantha to Cholin.]

Samantha:  OK, Cholin, here it comes!  Keep your eye on the ball and swing as hard as you can.  Are you ready?

Cholin:  Yes.  I will do my best.  

Samantha throws the ball.

Cholin misses, and Derrick catches the ball.

Samantha:  That is OK, Cholin.  We will just keep practicing.  You will get it.  

[Cholin, Samantha, and Derrick go down.  Granny comes up.]

Granny:  As you can see, it is very important to be kind to others when they have a hard time learning something.  This is not a time to make fun or make another person feel badly.  Simply offer your help, and let that person know you support him or her.  
Narrator:  Hello, everyone!  This month, we are talking about Respect.  Respect means that you use words and actions that show others they are important.  Let’s watch as these students are listening to their teacher give a lesson.  Which ones are showing their teacher she is important by listening and paying attention to what she is saying?

[Narrator exits, and the other puppets enter.]

Granny:  Good morning, class!  I would like for you to join me on the carpet, please.

[Students go “sit” in front of Granny]  [While Granny is teaching, one student is wiggling around, messing with a shoe, one is talking to his neighbor, one is listening attentively, and one is looking up a the ceiling.]

Granny:  Today, we will be talking about Christopher Columbus.  Christopher Columbus was a very brave explorer who sailed the ocean.  In 1492, he discovered the land where we live, and claimed it for Spain.  In those days, nations wanted to explore and claim as much land as they could that no one had found yet.  Christopher Columbus was one of many explorers of his day.  

[Narrator comes up]

Narrator:  Now, let’s have everybody freeze.  

[Puppets freeze]

Narrator:  Let’s see which of these puppets is showing the teacher she is important.  This child is looking at the ceiling while the teacher is talking.  Part of showing respect is looking at someone whey they talk to you.  This child is playing around.  Respect also means that you listen to the speaker without distracting yourself.  This child is talking to her neighbor.  This is another way she is distracting herself and those around her.  This child is looking at the teacher while she talks, and not distracting herself and others.  This child is doing a great job of showing respect.  

I hope you will all show respect today, too.  

All:  THE END  (Everyone bows.)  

Respect 2

Narrator:  Good morning, everyone!  We have three students with us today to let us know what they are going to do to show respect as others are taking tests. 

Sarah:  I am not going to tap my pencil or foot or fingers, or make any other noise from the top of my head to the bottom of my feet.

Miguel:  I am going to walk quietly in the hallway.

John:  I am not going to try to get anyone else's attention while students still have tests in our class.

All:  I will respect myself by taking my time, showing my work, and using all the strategies our teachers have taught us.  

The End

Cholin:  Hello, everyone!  We are going to talk some more about respect this week.  I hope you have all been able to show respect to those around you.  Respect means that you use words and actions that show others they are important.  We are going to watch our puppet friends show us some examples of how we can show respect.  

Derrick:  When someone lets you borrow something, show them respect by taking good care of it, and returning it soon and in good condition.

Samantha:  When someone else is talking, let her finish before you start to talk.  

Miguel:  When someone is telling the class about something, keep your hand down and listen to what they have to say until they are finished.

Cholin:  Another idea would be to always use kind words when you are talking to others or about others.  Let’s all do our best to show our parents, teachers, and other children respect.  

Puppets Bow  

Citizenship

Citizenship 

Granny:  Look at the leaves falling outside.  I really wish I could go rake my lawn like I used to.  I just can't take care of my yard any more.  My knees and my back hurt too much.

(Knock at the door- Granny goes to the door and opens it.  Sara and Miguel come up.)

Granny:  Hello, Sara and Miguel!  What can I do for you?  

Sara:  Granny, we noticed that you might need someone to help you rake your yard.  Could we help you?

Miguel:  Yes.  We didn't think you ought to have to do it yourself.  

Granny:  Did you ask your parents first?  I want to be sure they will let you do this.

Miguel:  Yes.  They said since we know you and they know you that it would be alright.  They even said it was a good idea.

Granny:  Well, then, I think that would be so nice of you.  I would really appreciate it.  Doing something to help someone else is such a great way to show good Citizenship!  

Citizenship 2

Samantha and Sara are standing outside in the park eating popcicles

Samantha:  Yum!  That sure was a good popsicle!  Guess I don't need this wrapper any more!  (She drops it on the ground)

Sara:  Samantha, That is not being a good citizen.  We need to take care of the park.  Littering is not a good thing to do.  

Samantha:  You are right, Sara.  I am sorry.  Here, let me pick it up.  From now on, if  I have trash, I will put it in the trash can, or if there isn't a trash can around, I will put it in my pocket or hold it until  I get to a trash can.  

The End  (bow once)

Citizenship 

Samantha:  Hi, Sara!  Where have you been?  I tried to call you this morning.

Sara:  Oh, I have really found a great way to help others.  I go to the hospital every Saturday and volunteer.  It is one way I have found to be a good citizen.

Miguel:  What is a volunteer?  

Sara:  A volunteer is someone who does something to help others for free.  

John:  You mean you don't get paid?  

Sara:  No.  I enjoy it so much because I know I am helping someone else.  

Samantha:  Wow!  I wonder if I would enjoy volunteering.  

Miguel:  I wonder what we could do to volunteer.

Sara:  There are lots of things you can do.  Sometimes, you can volunteer at the Public Library.  You could see if there is someone you could visit at the nursing home.  Some kids just like to help out their families around the house.  You could also put on some gloves and pick up trash at the park.  If you see someone carrying a heavy load, you could offer to help, or open the door for that person.  You could ask your parents if they have ideas about where you could help out.  

John:  What great ideas!  Thanks for letting us know about this.  I never knew about volunteering.  

Miguel:  Me, either.  You seem to enjoy it so much.  I might like it, too.

The End

Compassion 1:

Enter Granny:  Having compassion means that you are caring enough to do something about someone else's need.  

Enter Samantha, Derrick, and Miguel together.  Cholin is by herself on the other end of the stage looking sad.

Derrick:  Look, you guys!  No one is playing with Cholin.  I wonder if she would like to play with us?

Miguel:  Let's go ask her.

The three puppets go over to Cholin.

Samantha:  Cholin, is something wrong?  

Cholin:  I am sad because I asked someone to play and they told me they didn't want to.  

Miguel:  Would you like to come play with us?  We are playing tag.  

Cholin:  I would love to!  Thank you for asking me.  

(Puppets Bow)

Compassion 3

Granny:  Compassion means that you care enough to do something about someone else's need.  Let's watch as these kids show compassion.  

Grandpa:  OK, kids.  We know of another family in McKinney who is in need of gifts.  They are not able to buy their own, so we are going to help them. When you get a gift for this family, you may place it in the box in the hallway.

Samantha:  What a great idea!  I am going to buy something very special for this family.  I would be very sad if my family could not afford gifts or clothes for me.  

All:  The next day

Derrick:  Here is my gift! (He holds up a coat.)

Miguel:  Here is my gift for the family!  (He holds up a doll.)

Granny:  Look!  These kids took the time to go and pick something special for the children in this other family that they don't even know.  That is a great way to show compassion.

Puppets Bow.

Cooperation 1:

Enter puppets 1-5

Grandma:  Class, I am going to divide you into groups.  Each group needs to make a poster about the parts of a plant.  Please decide how you will work together to make the best poster you can make.

Samantha:  How about if Derrick draws?  I have seen you do some great drawings before.

Derrick:  Thanks, Samantha.  I would be glad to. 

Miguel:  I would like to look up plants in a book to find out the parts so you guys can know what to put on the poster. 

Cholin:  Good idea.  I would like to write the words on the poster.  Samantha, You do a good job of coloring.  Could you do that part of the poster?  

Samantha:  Sure!  I love to color.  

Grandma:  I really like how you guys are all taking part in the project and cooperating so well.  Your poster is sure to turn out nicely.  

(Puppets Bow)

Cooperation 2:

Enter Grandpa:

Grandpa:  Greetings, fans!  Welcome to the first day of baseball season this year.  We are sure to have some great match ups, and great times.  Today's game will be between the Roy Lee Rockets and the Walker Wildcats.  Let's get started!

Exit Grandpa

Enter Miguel with Samantha and Derrick practicing batting and throwing the ball behind him. 

Miguel:  Hi, everybody.  I am so glad you are here to watch the game today.  You know, part of being on a team is being good at cooperation.  Even if something isn't just the way you want it to be, you still have to be kind and work together.  For example, my favorite part of playing baseball is being in the outfield catching the balls.  I still have to bat, though.  So, when it comes to my batting turn, I don't complain.  I go give it my best try.  Cooperation is what being on a team is all about.  

Cholin:  Miguel, I couldn't help but overhear what you said.  You are so right about being on a team.  Can you imagine if everyone demanded their own way or refused to do something that wasn't their favorite thing?  Nothing would get done. Like in baseball,  if you refused to hit the ball, we would have an out for sure.  But when you cooperate and try, we have a better chance of winning.  

Miguel:  That is right.  Well, time to go play!  You ready?  

Cholin:  I sure am!  Let's go!       

(Puppets Bow)

Courage 1

Teacher:  Class, I need to step across the hall for one second.  I will be right there, so I won’t be far, and I will be right back.  I need you to stay seated and not talk during this time, please.

(Teacher leaves the room, and students start talking, except for one student)

(The students talk for a minute, then start to ask the student who isn’t talking some questions.)

Student 1:  Why aren’t you talking, ______________?  The teacher isn’t here, and you are missing out on so much fun!

Student 2:  What are you going to color about, _____________________?

Student 3:  Come on,  ______________________ you can talk.  We are all talking, and see, we are not in trouble.  

Narrator:  Part of having courage is to do what is right even if no one else is.  Even if others make fun of you, you can still have courage, and do what you know you should do.  

Puppets Bow  

Samantha:  (pitching the ball)  OK, Derrick, here it comes.  

Derrick:  (with bat ready)  I am ready!

Samantha throws the ball, and Derrick hits it. It flies too far and hits a window.  

Someone in the back:  CRASH

Derrick:  Oh, no!  I broke the window in that house!  What am I going to do?  They might be very mad at me.  I am so afraid to tell them what I did!  But, I know that telling them is the right thing to do.  I don’t know them, so I will go get my dad to go over there with me.  

Derrick: (Goes over to get his dad)  Dad, I broke the window in the house across the street.  I need to go tell them.  Can you come with me?  

Dad:  Sure, Derrick.  I know that is a scary thing to do, but I am proud of you for having the courage to take responsibility for your mistake.  Let’s go.  

Puppets Bow  

Courtesy 1

Cholin:  Welcome to everyone's favorite game show, Kids of Courtesy.  Let's meet our contestants.  

Derrick: Good morning, everyone.   Greeting others is one way to show good manners and be courteous.   Another way to be courteous is to introduce people who have not met before.  So, let me introduce you to my friend, Samantha.

Samantha:  Thank you, Derrick.  Another way to be courteous is to say, "Please," and, "Thank you."  Using good manners shows others courtesy.  Now, please give a warm welcome to Miguel.  

Miguel:  Thank you., Samantha.  Another way to use good manners and show courtesy is to wait your turn to speak.  So, that is what I am going to do during this gameshow.  I will wait my turn to speak.  

Cholin:  Thank you everyone.  Now, let's get started.  Here is your first question.  What does the word courtesy mean?

Derrick:  Ding!  It means showing others respect by using good manners. 

Cholin:  Excellent.  Here is the next question:  What is the courteous thing to do if you see that someone needs to enter a building, but is carrying many things.

Samantha:  Ding!  You should open the door for that person.

Cholin:  You are correct!  Here is the last question.  How can you use good manners and be courteous when you are at lunch?

Miguel:  Ding!   There are many ways you can do this.  One way is to keep your mouth closed when you are chewing your food.  Another way is to listen when others are talking and not interrupt them.  

Cholin:  Great answer!  Now it is time to go for today.  Remenber:  Courtesy means showing others respect by using good manners.

All puppets bow.  

Courtesy 2

Samantha:  Good morning, everyone!  Our puppet friends would like to demonstrate some great examples of showing courtesy.  Let's watch and see what they do.

(Derrick and Cholin come up.)

Derrick:  May I borrow a pencil, Please? 

Cholin:  Of course.  (Hand him a pencil)

Derrick:  Thank you.

(Derrick and Cholin go down.)

(Jordan and Cholin come up.)

Cholin:  You may go in front of me.  

Jordan:  Thank you.

(Jordan and Cholin go down.)

(Derrick and Cholin come up.  Derrick is carrying a lot of things.)

Cholin:  May I help you carry those?

Derrick:  I would appreciate that.  Thank you.

(Cholin takes some of the things from Derrick.)

(Cholin and Derrick go down.)

Samantha:  Great job everyone!  Courtesy means that you show others respect by using good manners.  Try to see how many ways you can show courtesy today.

Determination 2

Props needed:

Stick horse, or other horse head

Brown sheet

Bike helmet

Jessica holds the stick horse (or other horse head) for the head of the horse, and she along with Maddy and Ashley make the body of the horse with a brown sheet over them.  

Megan helps Callie get the puppet on and off of the horse, move around the horse, pet the horse, etc. while she is talking.  (The puppet needs to be wearing a bike helmet.)

Callie:  Hi!  Welcome to my ranch.  This is my horse, Getalong.  Getalong is a new horse, and sometimes doesn’t want to be ridden.   He has even thrown me off once when I was trying to train him.  I was a little shaken up, but I knew that I was determined to get this horse trained.  Determination means that you decide it is worth it to finish what you started, and this horse is definitely worth it.  So, I am going to keep on working.  (Callie’s puppet gets on the horse.)

Begin song:  Back in the Saddle Again.  

During the interlude, the horse bucks, and Callie’s puppet falls off, shakes her head and wipes her brow, gets up and goes to pet the horse and calm it down.  She then gets back up on the horse and rides it until the end of the song.  During this time, she could pet the horse, wave at the audience, look happy that she has now trained her horse, etc.  The horse can sway back and forth like it is walking, the head could turn back and nuzzle the puppet, like it is happy to be ridden, etc.    

Discipline 1:

Samantha:  This month, we are talking about discipline.  This means doing what you need to do even when you don't feel like it.  

Derrick:  That is right.  You know, having discipline can be so hard sometimes, because I would really rather go play or do something else, but whenever I do have discipline and do what I need to do even when I don't feel like it I sure do feel good.  

Cholin:  I know an example.  I am learning to play the clarinet.  There are many days I would rather go outside and play with my friends during my practice time, but then when I finally learn to play a song really well, I feel so proud.  Sticking with practice is definitely worth it.  I can play with my friends afterwards.  

Miguel:  Here is another example.  You know how we get homework to do sometimes?  Well, I don't really like to sit down and do it right after school, but when I have discipline and go ahead and do it, then I feel so relieved because I can spend the rest of my evening doing whatever I want, and I don't have to worry about homework any more.  

Samantha:  You guys are so right.  Having discipline isn't always fun, but it sure does make things better later.  So, it really is a good idea to go ahead and have discipline and do what you are supposed to do even when you don't want to so that you can really enjoy something fun later.  

Puppets Bow.

Discipline 2

Miguel and Derrick are laying in bed on opposite ends of the stage from each other.

Grandma:  Time to get up!  

Miguel (jumps up out of bed):  Here we go!  another day!  I need to get up and get ready to go do I won't be late for school!

Derrick (still laying in bed.) :  Oh, just a little longer.  I will be fine.  I'll just hurry and get ready really fast.

Miguel eats his breakfast, brushes his hair and teeth

Miguel:  OK!  I am ready to go!  It sure does feel good to be on time.  Sometimes I don't want to get out of bed, but when I have discipline and do it  anyway, my morning goes so much better.

Grandma:  Derrick!  You need to get up!  You are going to be late!  

Derrick gets up, and rushes to get his breakfast and brush his hair and teeth.

(All puppets down.)

Miguel sits on the stage like he is sitting in class.  

Samantha:  Good morning, class.  We are going to be learning about discipline today.  

Derrick runs onto the stage, out of breath.  

Derrick:  Sorry I was late.  I really need to have more discipline about getting up on time.

Samatha:  That sounds like a good thing to work on.  Discipline means that you do what you need to do even when you don't feel like it.

Puppets bow.

Fairness 3

Samantha: This month, we are learning about fairness.

Fairness means that you make sure everyone is treated equally.

Cholin:  For example, if you are playing soccer at recess, you make sure everyone gets to have the ball sometimes, and don’t always pass it to the same person.

Derrick:  If you are playing a game, you allow everyone to play, and even invite kids to play who you notice are playing by themselves.  

Miguel:  You are also being fair when you follow the rules of a game, and don’t try to cheat.  

Samantha:  By treating everyone equally, you are being fair, and people will enjoy being around you.  Try to find ways to be fair this week.  

ALL BOW.

Friendship 1

All:  A story of friends

Puppets 1&2 tell the story while puppets 3&4 act it out.

Puppet 1:  Once upon a time, there were two friends.  They played together.  They talked on the phone together.  They went to each other's houses to spend time watching movies, playing games, and riding their bikes.

Puppet 2:  One day, the two friends became mad at each other.  They told each other they didn't want to play together today, and went to their own houses and felt sad.  After a while, one friend called the other to say she was sorry and asked if her friend wanted to play.  

Puppet 3:  I am sorry I was mean to you.  Do you want to play?

Puppet 4:  Yes.  I do.  I am sorry I was mean to you, too.  It is important to be kind to our friends so we can keep trusting each other and enjoying time together.  

All:  Friends sometimes get mad at each other, but that doesn't always mean they are not friends anymore.  It is important to apologize when you do something wrong so you can get back to sharing those special times with your friend who you trust and enjoy.  

Friendship 2

Puppets perform the following actions to a song about friendship. (There are many that could be used.)

1. Sick puppet in bed, another puppet brings flowers.  They sway together.

2. Two puppets play a hand game.  

3. Two puppets sit and talk to each other for 10 counts

4. Two puppets run together.  One falls down, the other helps him/her up.

5. All puppets come up,  put arms around each other and sway.

Generosity 3

Props:

Notebook paper

Pencil

Swing

Copy paper sized box

Clothes on hangers

Song:  Put a little Love in your Heart.
Grandma puppet sings the song while the following acting is happening on the first verse only, then come back on the chorus at the end.  

1st verse:  Derrick has a piece of notebook paper in front of him.  He is looking for a pencil.  He could scratch his head, look on the floor, look under the paper, etc.  When the singer says, “And the world will be a better place. . .” Miguel looks for a pencil, find one, and hand it to Derrick.  They high five, and Derrick starts writing on his paper. (One puppeteer will help with handing the pencil over and holding the paper up.)

2nd verse:  Cholin is swinging.  Samantha comes up during the verse and waits for the swing.  When the singer says, “And the world will be a better place. . .”  then Cholin gets off of the swing and motions for Samantha to take the swing.  Samantha smiles, they shake hands, and Samantha gets on the swing and swings until the end of the verse.  

3rd verse:  Derrick is  looking at clothes hanging up.  A puppeteer holds a box beside him that has “Goodwill” written on it.  Derrick puts some clothes in the box (Another puppeteer will help his hands get the clothes.)  When the singer says, “And the world will be a better place. . .” Vegas will move the box across the stage as Derrick waves “good bye” to it, then goes backstage.  Miguel comes up.  A puppeteer will bring the box back up and slide it to Miguel.  He will look into the box and smile and dance.  

Chorus:  All puppets come up and sing together.  The puppets clap and move their arms.  (We will need extra puppeteers to help with the puppets' hands, or less puppets can be up, and the other puppeteers help the ones that are up)  We will do one movement for every 2 times the singers say, “Put a little love in your heart.”  These are the movements we will do in order:

Clap

“stayin’ alive”

“happy dance”

“sprinkler”

first four hand motions of the “Macarena” then put hands over heart.

“side step”

random dance as the puppets are lowered behind the stage and the music fades out.

Gratitude 1

Props needed:

Paper

Crayons

Thank you card already made

Maybe a tree that shows the kids are standing outside

(Derrick, Samantha, and Cholin are all standing outside together talking)

(Miguel walks over to them):  Hi, everybody!  I was just thinking about my parents and how they do so many nice things for me.  They make my breakfast in the morning, they take me places I want to go, they even buy me things I like to play with.  What can I do to let them know I am grateful?

Samantha: I think being sure to tell them, “Thank you.” Whenever they do something nice for you is a good way to show gratefulness.

Cholin:  I always try to do something nice for them like draw them a picture or clean my room.  

Samantha:  My mom says that writing a thank you note is a good idea.  You can send it in the mail or put it somewhere they are sure to find it.  

Miguel:  Thanks!  Those are great ideas!  I think I will try to write a thank you note this time.  I could even draw a picture on it.  Then, I will be sure to always say, “Thank you.”  I know that will make them feel good.  

(Cholin helps the puppet pretend to make a card.  Then hold up the card that is made already.)

Miguel:  Here!  It is done.  I will put this on the kitchen counter where they will find it.  

Gratitude 2

Samantha:  Good morning, everyone!   My friends and I would like to talk to you about gratitude.  

Cholin:  It’s always good to show gratitude to people who do nice things for you.  

Miguel:  Gratitude means that you let others know you see how they have helped you.  

Derrick:  For example, you might want to tell your teacher that you appreciate a certain time he or she helped you learn something you had trouble with.   

Grandpa:  You might want to tell your parents you appreciate something they gave you or something they did with you.  You may even be grateful for how they take care of you and keep you safe.  

Samantha:  Your friend might have let you play with a toy they had.  

Cholin:  Or, a neighbor might have taught you something new.  

Miguel:  Your brother or sister might have helped you understand your homework or let you read to them.  

Derrick:  Your grandparents might have let you come stay with them once.

Grandpa:  There are many things that others do for us that are nice.  We need to be sure and tell them when we notice those things.  Our appreciation and gratitude makes them feel good, and it is a simple thing to do.  Be sure to tell someone “Than
Cholin, Samantha, and Miguel

Granny:  OK, Kids, remember you finish your homework before you play.  I have to run to the store for a minute.  Be sure you don't let any friends come over, and you don't go outside until I come back.  

(Granny leaves)

Miguel:  Oh, look out the window.  There is Derrick.  I wish I could go play with him.  But, I am not done with my homework yet, and Granny said I can't go outside or have friends over until she comes back.  

Samantha:  Oh, go ahead.  She will never know.  You can run back inside really fast when you see her car coming.  

Cholin:  Yes, you MIGHT be able to hurry back into the house before she sees you, but then you might not. Even if she didn't find out, though, you would know and feel really bad.   

Samantha:  That is true, but she also might find out, and then she wouldn't trust you as much later.

Derrick:  (Make a knock sound on the door.)  Miguel, can you come play?  

Miguel: I would really like to, Derrick, but my mom isn't home right now and I still have homework.  I will ask if we can play later this afternoon.  

Knowledge

Samantha:  Good morning, everyone!  In September, we will be learning about the Core Value of Knowledge.  

Derrick:  Knowledge means that you discover something new so you can be better at whatever you do.  

Miguel:  For example, I am responsible for taking care of my puppy.  I want my puppy to be happy, and I want to take good care of him.   I had to learn how to do that.  I learned that I have to take him outside several times each day, and I learned that puppies need exercise, so I take him on walks.  I also learned how much to feed him, and how many times each day he needs to be fed.  With all my knowledge about how to take care of him, I know he will be a healthy, happy dog.  

Granny:  Hi, kids!  

Samantha:  Hi, Granny!  Can you think of any ways that we have been learning something new?

Cholin:  Well, I know I saw many of you learning from your teachers the proper way to conduct a science experiment.  I saw you learning that you should not smell substances, and that you should wear your goggles.  Those are new things you have discovered.  You will be better scientists because of it, and you will keep safe as you do your experiments.  

Derrick:  Whatever you do, you will become better and better at doing it the more you know about it.  So, keep on gaining knowledge.  

All (chant together):  Discovering something new so you can be better at whatever you do.  (We say this together 3 times.)

All:  The End (Puppets bow.)

Obedience 1

(Enter puppets 1 and 2)

Puppet 1:  This month, we will be learning about obedience.  This means trusting those who lead you by doing what you're asked to do.

Puppet 2:  Sometimes you don't understand why your parents or teachers tell you to do something, but you have to trust that they know what is best for you, and obey them.  

Puppet 1:  Let's watch an example.

(Exit puppets 1 and 2)

(Enter puppets 3, 4, and 5.  Puppets 3 and 4 are throwing a ball back and forth.)

Puppet 3:  This is so much fun!  Thank you for asking me to come play with you.

Puppet 4:  Sure!  I am having a great time, too.  You are a good thrower.

Puppet 3: Thank you.

Puppet 5:  ________________, It's time to come home for dinner.

Puppet 4:  OK.  I will come right now.  I have enjoyed playing with you.  I will see you again soon.

Puppet 3:  OK.  Bye for now. 

(Exit puppets 3, 4, and 5.)

(Enter puppets 1 and 2)

Puppet 1:  Wow!  Did you see that?!

Puppet 2:  I sure did!  That kid didn't even argue with his mom.  He went home right away.

Puppet 1:  That was great!  I hope we can all obey that well.  

(All puppets come up and bow.)

Orderliness 1

Teacher:  Class, please get ready to work in your draft books.  

Puppet 1:  (Show a messy desk)  Now, where did I put my pencil?

Puppet 2:  I’m ready!  I love working in my draft book!

Puppet 3:  I’m ready, too!

Puppet 1:  Excuse me, how did the two of you get ready so quickly?

Puppet 3:  The key is to keep your desk orderly.

Puppet 2:  That’s right.  See?  I keep my books on this side.  Any papers I have, I put them in a folder so they are not loose in my desk.  My supplies stay in a box on top of my folders.  

Teacher Thank you both for helping your classmate learn about orderliness.  Being orderly does make finding what you need much easier.  Until you find your pencil, you may borrow one.  Maybe later today you can have your friends help you put your desk in order.

Puppets Bow.

Orderliness 1

Miguel:  Good morning, Samantha.  It is time to get ready for school.  

Samantha:  OK, Dad

Derrick:  Good morning, Cholin.  It is time to get ready for school.

Cholin:  OK, Dad.

(Cholin walks over to a pile of clothes that are not folded.  Samantha walks over to some neatly folded clothes.)

Samantha:  I think I will wear this shirt, these pants, and these socks, and these shoes.  (Samantha goes down.)

Cholin:  OK, I need a shirt and some pants and socks.  Oh, how am I ever going to find them in the pile?  Here is a shirt, but I don’t see any pants that match it.  How about these pants?  But, I don’t see a shirt to go with them.  OK.  Here we go.  Here is a shirt and some pants that go together.  Now, how about some socks?  Here is one sock.  Now, where is that other one?

(Samantha comes back up. ) 

Samantha:  OK, dad!  I am ready. 

Miguel:  Great!  Let me take you to school.  You will be a little early today.

Cholin:  Now, where is that sock?  Look at the time!  I am going to be late!

Derrick:  Cholin, are you ready yet?  

Cholin:  No!  I knew I should have folded my clothes.  We have been talking about orderliness at school, and I think that having these clothes folded and put away would have been a way to have things arranged to make my day easier.  

Orderliness 1

Teacher:  Class, please get ready to work in your draft books.  

Puppet 1:  (Show a messy desk)  Now, where did I put my pencil?

Puppet 2:  I’m ready!  I love working in my draft book!

Puppet 3:  I’m ready, too!

Puppet 1:  Excuse me, how did the two of you get ready so quickly?

Puppet 3:  The key is to keep your desk orderly.

Puppet 2:  That’s right.  See?  I keep my books on this side.  Any papers I have, I put them in a folder so they are not loose in my desk.  My supplies stay in a box on top of my folders.  

Teacher Thank you both for helping your classmate learn about orderliness.  Being orderly does make finding what you need much easier.  Until you find your pencil, you may borrow one.  Maybe later today you can have your friends help you put your desk in order.

Puppets Bow.

Orderliness 3

Grandpa:  Today, we are going to let the puppets give you some ideas for how to stay orderly by arranging things to make your day easier.  

Samantha:  When you finish using something, put it back where it goes right away.  That way, it will be where you expect it to be next time you want to use it.

Derrick:  Be sure to clean out your backpack and your locker or cubby regularly.  Don’t keep drawings and toys in those places.  Also be sure you get rid of any old papers you don’t need any longer.  

Cholin:  Whenever you get out of the car, take any trash with you, and throw it away.  That makes your car more comfortable, and it isn’t embarrassing when people ride with you, because it isn’t messy.  

Grandpa:  We hope you have learned a lot about orderliness this month, and are working on being an orderly person.  

THE END.

Patience

Show 2 kids playing with a puppy.  Also have a box labeled  “free puppies”.  A child and mom walk by, and watch for a second.

Child:  Mom, I want to get one of those puppies.  Please, can we?  I really want one. 

Mom:  Well, I think having a puppy would be a great idea, but I think we need to wait until summer.  That way, you will have more time to take care of it while it is being trained.  

Child:  But, mom, please?  I really want that kind of puppy.  I want one of those.  By summer time they will all be gone.  

Mom:  I understand you really want one, but you need to have patience.  You need to wait until later for something you want now.  There will be more puppies this summer that are just as cute.  Until then, we can research to find out what kind of puppy would be the best for us.  If you rush into this, you might get a type of dog that you wouldn’t really get along with.  You don’t have time to take care of a puppy right now, but you will this summer.  

Child:  OK. I guess you are right.  I really do want a puppy, but I do think it would be better for the puppy and me if I would wait until summer.  I will have patience.  

Perseverance 1

Granny:  Hi, Samantha and Miguel.  What are you doing?

Samantha:  Hi, Granny.  We are trying to find the answer to this question on our Social Studies homework.  We just can't find it.  

Granny:  I know that is frustrating.  How long have you been trying? 

Miguel:  We have spent at least 5 minutes just trying to find where this answer is in the book.  I am so tired of looking. 

Granny:  Well, it looks like you have a choice here.  You can just give up on that question, or you can persevere and keep trying until you find it.  Which way do you think would work out the best for you?

Samantha:  I would love to just give up on it.  

Miguel:  I would too, but if we do that, then we won't make a good grade on this paper, and we might get this question later on a test.  If we don't find it now, we won't know it then, either.

Samantha:  I guess you are right.  Let's look a couple more times.  It has to be in here somewhere!

Granny:  That's a good idea.  I hope you find it!

Samantha:  Look!  Here it is!  I feel so good that we kept going until we got the answer.  That definitely took perseverance.

THE END

Perseverance

(Have a recording of someone playing Mary had a little lamb on the piano.  Mess up the first few times, then do it correctly.)

[MIGUEL IS ACTING LIKE HE IS PLAYING THE PIANO AS THE RECORDING PLAYS.  HE SHAKES HIS HEAD EACH TIME HE MESSES UP, OR ACTS FRUSTRATED IN SOME WAY.]

Sara:  [WALK OVER TO MIGUEL]  What are you doing, Miguel?  

Miguel:  I am practicing my music for my piano lesson tomorrow.  I just keep messing up.  

Sara:  I can see that you are really frustrated. Learning to play an instrument can be very hard.  Why don't you try again?  I will listen.

Miguel: OK.  [MIGUEL TRIES AGAIN, AND MESSES UP]  Oh!  I just can't get it!  I have tried and tried.  I think I am going to give up.

Sara:  Come on, Miguel.  You can't give up now.  You almost have the whole song.  You will feel so much better when you finally get it.  If you don't keep trying, then you won't have shown yourself that you can do it.  Now, go ahead and try one more time.

Miguel:  All Right.  Here we go.  [MIGUEL PLAYS ALONG WITH THE RECORDING AGAIN.  HE GETS IT RIGHT THIS TIME. HE LOOKS UP AND OPENS HIS MOUTH AS IF HAPPY.]

Sara:  I knew you could do it!  You just have to keep trying.  Don't give up just because something is hard.  Persevere, and you will get it.  

THE END

Perseverance 4

Samantha (drawing on a piece of construction paper):  Let me see . . .a line here, a line there. . .oh, no.  I just can't get it to look right.  

Miguel:  Hi, Samantha.  What are you doing?  

Samantha:  I have an assignment for Art that I am supposed to draw a picture of a dog.  I am having the hardest time.  

Miguel:  It doesn't look so bad to me.  How long have you been working on it? 

Samantha: For about 30 minutes already.  Our teacher showed us her drawing, and it was so perfect.  I wish I could do draw that nicely.  

Miguel:  Well, keep on trying.  If you persevere, you will get it.  

Samantha:  Ok.  Let me try again.  A line here.  Another line there.  Here is the tail.  O.K.  I think this looks nice.  What do you think? 

Miguel:  I think you got it!  I knew you could.  

THE END

Self-Discipline

Granny:  Good morning, everyone!   I want to tell you about something that happened to Sara.  She was sitting in the cafeteria with some other students just eating and minding her own business, when one of the students dared her to throw her cherry at Miguel.  Let's watch and see what happened.

Samantha:  Sara, I dare you to throw that cherry at Miguel.  We won't tell anyone.

Sara:  I don't know.  I might get in trouble.  Besides, that wouldn't be very nice to Miguel.  

John:  Oh, Sara, why do you have to be such a goodie goodie all the time?  Just throw the cherry.  It will be funny.

Samantha:  Yeah.  You are just a chicken.  I double dare you to do it.

Sara:  You two can dare me all you want.  I am not throwing a cherry at anyone because I know that is not the best choice for me or anyone else.  I am responsible for myself, whether you dare me and call me a chicken or not.  

Granny:  Isn't that wonderful?  I was so proud of Sara.  It is hard to let other people call you chicken and dare you to do something, but  she made a great choice.  What a wonderful example of self discipline!

Trustworthiness

Granny:  I am having some company Saturday evening Samantha, and I really would like for your room to be clean.  

Samantha:  O.K., Granny, how about if I clean it Saturday morning?

Granny:  That will be fine.  Thank you.

Puppets go down.

Enter Jose, Sara, Miguel, and Samantha

Sara: Hi, you all!  I am inviting people to my birthday party.  Would you all like to come?

Jose:  That sounds fun!  I hope you have lots of cake and ice cream!

Miguel:  I hope we have races.  I love races.

Samantha:  I think I could come.  When is it?

Sara:  My party will be on Saturday morning.  I really hope you can all be there!

Samantha:  Well, I promised my Granny that I would clean my room Saturday morning.  Today is Tuesday.  Let me think about it.  

Puppets go down.

________________________________________________________________________

Enter Samantha and Granny

Samantha:  Granny,  I need to think about something.  I promised you that I would clean my room on Saturday morning, but Sara’s birthday party is Saturday morning.

Granny:  Well, what do you think you would like to do?

Samantha: I think I could either clean my room a little bit each day, and it would be done by Saturday, or I could clean it all at once one night this week, or I could do it Saturday morning, and miss the party.  

Samantha: (To Audience) What would you choose?

Uniqueness 1

Narrator:  Once upon at time, there was a horse who loved to put ribbons in her mane.  The other animals thought she was strange for doing this.  None of them put ribbons on themselves.  So, they would make fun of her.  

Animal 1:  Oh, horse!  You look, so silly with those ribbons in your mane!  Look, horse has to tie her hair on!  

Animal 2:  That is the most ridiculous thing I have ever seen!  

Both animals: Ha! Ha! Ha!

Narrator:  Horse became very sad.  She really wanted to wear ribbons, but she didn’t want the other animals to make fun of her.  She started thinking about how they had made fun of her earlier, and she started to cry.  

Just then, along came the Fairy Elephant Princess. 

FEP:  Dear horse, what is the matter?

Horse:  Oh, Fairy Elephant Princess, the other animals are making fun of me for wearing ribbons in my mane, but I love the bright colors and how they blow in the wind.  I guess I can’t wear them anymore.  

FEP:  I would hate to see you do that, horse.  Your creativity and sense of fashion are two things about you that are unique.  You are different from other animals, and that is OK.  Wouldn’t life be boring if we were all exactly alike? 

Horse:  You are right, Fairy Elephant Princess.  Maybe next time they make fun of me, I will remember that I really like the ribbons, and I don’t have to be just like them.  

FEP:  That’s right!  You could also remember when you see that someone else is different from you that they are also unique and special, so you won’t make fun of them, either. 

Puppets Bow  

Uniqueness 2

Miguel looks sad

Derrick and Samantha come over to him.

Derrick:  What's wrong, Miguel?  

Miguel:  I am just not feeling very special.  I see so many kids who are faster or smarter than I am.  I see kids who can draw much better than I can.  I see kids who are better writers than I am.  I just don't have anything really special about me.

Derrick:  Oh, Miguel.  I am sad you feel this way.  You know, we all feel like that sometimes.  You just have to remember that you are unique.  There is no one in the world like you.  There never has been, and there never will be.  Never try to be someone you are not.  You have something special to offer the world by being yourself.  Come on, tell me one thing you do well.  

Miguel:  Well, I do know that I listen well, and I am very good at remembering my friends' birthdays, so I always wish my friends a happy birthday on their birthdays.  

Derrick:  It sounds like you try very hard to show others that they are special.  

Miguel:  I guess you are right.  

Derrick:  You don't have to be like others to be special.  You can find your own ways that you are special.  

Puppets Bow

